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rule except, alas, in favour of a few persons like M.
Bezobrazoff, but they came from the  outside,  as it
were, and never figured in his official suite.)    In their
turn, the Ministers never penetrated into the private"
life of the Imperial couple, and outside of their hours of
conference with the  Sovereign   they appeared at the
Palace only on  official  occasions.    It is true that the
Emperor made a certain exception in my favour, and I
often had occasion to approach him in more intimate
fashion  than my  colleagues,  but  this  intimacy  was,
nevertheless,  but relative and I  was never,  properly
speaking, one of the very restricted number of persons
who shared the familiar and personal life of Nicholas II.
The personage who was nearest to the Sovereign was
Baron  Frederick,  Minister  of  the  Emperor's  House.
In his youth he had been one of the most brilliant
officers of the Imperial Guard, and even at his advanced
age he retained a most distinguished and elegant bearing.
He was of an essentially loyal and straightforward nature,
affable to everyone, and universally loved and respected.
He had for the Emperor the devotion of an old servant
who had grown up in the Court, and for the Empress a
sort of chivalrous cult.   He enjoyed the Sovereign's
absolute confidence and had an undeniable influence
over him, which he never sought to employ except^ for a
good and just cause.   This influence, however, as I have
said, did not extend to the domain of public matters,
in any permanent manner at least.   There were, un-
doubtedly, occasions when one or another of the Ministers
had recourse to him to place their ideas in a favourable
light before the Emperor, but if he yielded to any such
request it was always to forward a liberal and equitable
cause.   He refused to be an instrument of the reaction-
aries, aad I can bear witness to the fact that he never